
 

 

 

 

Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts have been      

active at the Refuge. Signs of their amazing 

work have been popping up everywhere. 

Two troops have been improving the        

naturescape around the Outdoor Wonders 

Learning Center. Whitehall Girl Scout troop 

#4107 built a book house for visitors to use. 

The small whimsical book house contains 

children’s books for visitors to read while   

sitting next to the Outdoor Wonders Learning 

Center. The books stay at the Refuge for  

anyone to enjoy. Materials were donated by 

Beaver Builders of Whitehall and Johnson 

Hardware. Books were purchased in 

memory of Bea Stellpflug. G-E-T Girl Scout 

troop #4246 has been learning about bats and working on creating 

a sign to educate visitors about our bat house. The bat house was 

an Eagle Scout project from a previous year and houses over 1,000 

little brown bats. Bats are currently under threat from white-nose  

syndrome which makes education about bats very important.     

Another Eagle Scout project is underway as Andrew Mehus, from 

Cochrane-Fountain City Boy Scout troop #110, builds a large eagle 

nest near the Outdoor Wonders Learning Center for visitors and 

school groups to visualize what it would be like to be an eagle. We 

are so thankful for all of the wonderful work our local scouts do to 

help the Refuge! 
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Next month the Friend’s Group will be hosting a program at the 
Outdoor Wonders Learning Center in the Refuge. Andy Bingle from 
the International Crane Foundation will be here to give a talk on 
“The Tale of Two Cranes.” In honor of his visit, here are a few  
interesting facts about Whooping Cranes.  
 

 Whooping Cranes are the tallest bird in North America at   
almost 5 feet tall, with females a bit smaller. 

 Their wingspans are about 7.5 feet, similar to the bald eagle. 

 Whooping cranes are endangered and one of the rarest crane 
species of the 15 cranes species that exist in the world. 

 There are two flocks in North America, the main flock that 
migrates between Northern Canada and Texas and the newer 
eastern flock, that migrates between Wisconsin and Florida. 

 Adult Whooping Cranes are snow white, but their young are a 
rusty brown. Once they’re juveniles they begin to turn white. 

 They get their names from the loud “whooping” unison calls. 

 They live to about 22-30 years old in the wild. 

 They only weigh about 11-15 pounds as cranes have hollow 
bones. 

 Living in wetlands, marshes, and fields, they are not picky 
eaters. They dine on a variety of foods such as fish, insects, 
grains, reptiles, and marsh plants. 

 In courtship, they do a crazy dance, flapping their wings,   
shaking their heads, and jumping up and down. 

 
Cranes are interesting birds and definitely something to ‘Whoop’ 
about. If you want to learn more about cranes, join us at the Outdoor 
Wonders Learning Center on November 8th at 6:30 pm. 
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Save The Date! 
Thursday, November 8th at 6:30 pm—International Crane Foundation Presentation 

 
The Friends of Trempealeau Refuge would like to invite you to a wonderful presentation 
from the   International Crane Foundation at 6:30 pm on Thursday, November 8th. This 
event will be held at the Outdoor Wonders Learning Center (across from the Refuge      
Office). Join an Interpretive naturalist from the International Crane Foundation for an     
exciting presentation, “A Tale of Two Cranes: The Story of the Common Sandhill Crane and 
the Uncommon Whooping Crane.” The two crane species in North America, the Sandhill 
and Whooping Crane, are at opposite ends of the population spectrum. Why the big    
difference? Learn about the differences between these two species and  discover more 
about the cranes which call Trempealeau home. Participants will also get the chance to 
hear how the innovative projects at the International Crane Foundation safeguard 
cranes and the amazing places that enrich our lands and our lives. 



Last Thursday evening while driving in to the Refuge I saw the most beautiful scene with 
the dark sky in the distance, rippling waters in the foreground, and an eagle flying across 
the road ahead. It was a painter’s dream. I was wishing I had my good camera, but I didn’t 
have time, as I was on my way to a retirement party for Vickie Hirschboeck, our Refuge 
Manager. Vickie has been working at the Refuge for many years. I don’t know the exact 
number of years, but I want to say, “Thank You Vickie” for all your dedicated years of 

service to caring for the Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge. You will be greatly missed Vickie, but on 
behalf of the Friend’s Board, we wish you all the best going forward. 
 Coming up next month on November, 8th, at the Outdoor Wonders Learning Center, Andy Bingle 
from the International Crane Foundation near Baraboo, will be giving a talk titled, “A Tale of Two Cranes.” 
The event begins at 6:30, and you won’t want miss this one. So please come and join us. Be sure to watch for 
the winter newsletter for more upcoming events at the Refuge. We already have a few events planned for the 
spring months. 
 Our annual Friend’s meeting at the Outdoor Wonders Learning Center is scheduled for Thursday, 
January 24th at 6:00 p.m. Our speaker will be Richie Swanson from Winona. Richie has been an avid bird 
watcher for many years, making careful recordings of his sightings of birds he sees along the bottom lands 
where he lives.  Living in a boathouse on Latch Island he spends many hours each day watching for birds, and 
he shares his bird observations on E-Bird and with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. There was a great 
article about Richie in the May/June, 2018 issue of The Big River magazine.  His program will be 
“Beautifully Abundant Birds I Desire”.  I hope you can join us for our annual meeting. 
 Now that school is back in swing, we encourage teachers to bring their students to the Refuge, It’s a 
wonderful place to educate children about the environment around us. If you would like to use the Outdoor 
Wonders Learning Center for your students, please contact the Refuge Office, and they will be happy to help 
you make plans. Happy Fall Everyone!! 

                                                    Val Critzman, Friends President                
 
 
 

 
The Refuge is beginning to be blanketed in cozy colors as the leaves, wildflowers, and 
grasses turn to autumn. Monarchs flutter by as birds soar above beginning their journeys 
south. The Observation Deck is a great place to discover many species of waterfowl and 
see large squadrons of American white pelicans preparing for their long journeys. This 
fall has also brought about the beginning of two new journeys. One for our Refuge    
Manager, Vickie Hirschboeck who has retired, and one for our Maintenance Person, Steve 
Erickson who will be retiring at the end of October. Vickie retired with over 29 years of 

service to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. We want to thank her for her dedication and achievements in 
conservation and for all that she has accomplished at Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge. She has been an 
inspiration to many of us and has played an important role in making the Refuge a better place. We are     
excited for her to start her next big adventure. We will also be saying farewell to Steve, who is retiring at the 
end of October. Steve has had over 25 years of service in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and has helped to 
shape this  Refuge into a wonderful place for wildlife and visitors. We wish both of them happiness in their 
new  ventures. Both positions will be filled as soon as possible. In the meantime, Tim Miller, La Crosse   
District Manager of the Upper Mississippi River NW&FR, will be leading our team. Also, the familiar faces 
of  Stephanie Edeler (Park Ranger) and Aaron Fox (Administrative Technician) will continue to keep the 
daily tasks of maintaining the Refuge moving along. Additionally, our Friends and volunteers have helped us    
tremendously this year and we are fortunate to have all of your support. As Vickie says, “it’s your Refuge.” 
Take a journey to the Refuge and enjoy all its beauty this fall. 
 

                              Stephanie Edeler, Park Ranger 

The Friends of Trempealeau Refuge is committed to providing an independent citizen voice for the protection, conservation, 

and enhancement of fish and wildlife and their habitats at  Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge.  

A Note from the Friends President  

A Note from Refuge Staff  

Friends of Trempealeau Refuge 
W28488 Refuge Road 

Trempealeau, WI  54661 
608.539.2311 

http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org 

2018 BOARD MEMBERS  
President:   Val Critzman 
Vice-President:  Scott Lee 
Treasurer:  Al Wernecke                                                                                                           

Secretary:  Jane Wernecke                                                                                                             
At Large Board Members 

Ken Critzman                                                                                                                 
Gary Boyd 

Jim Welander 
 

Would you like to contact the refuge?  

Here’s how! Call 608-539-2311  

For more information visit our website:  

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/ 

Or the refuge Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/TrempealeauNWR 

And “Like” us! 

Bluebird Box Update 
 

Thank you to the volunteers that helped to monitor and count the birds that used our bluebird boxes 
this summer. We had a lot of activity in our 30 birdhouses. This year we had 76 House wrens, 57 East-
ern bluebirds, and 72 Tree swallows that fledged. The bluebird count may be a little low due to the late 
snow storm in April. We are entering our bird counts into a Wisconsin citizen science website to track 
changes over the years and to compare our bluebird boxes to those around the area. Thanks again to 
our volunteer who counted this year! 

http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org/index.html

