
Friends of  
Trempealeau Refuge 

Fun (and not so fun) Facts About Our 
Local Wildlife 
DID YOU KNOW:  By Scott Lee 

 

How about a little ornithology quiz on bird 

names?  Can you figure out the name of the 

following birds found at the refuge?  (For ex-

ample, “a coward from the great plains” would 

be a prairie chicken.) 

 

What common refuge bird name has the same 

name as: 

 

1.  a baseball outfielder?   

 

2.  what thieves are doin’?   

 

3.  a regal angler? 

 

4.  a sad letter?   

 

5.  a sad peace-lover?   

 

6.  seeing with a precious metal?  

 

7.  preceding digestion?  

 

8.  an avian milk giver?  

 

9.  murdering a game animal?  

 

10.  the pope’s “assistant”?  

 

11.  construction equipment used on dunes?  

 

12.  an extra line of chairs at a concert?  

 

13.  an ebony avian?  

 

14.  the rear of a painter’s cloth?  

 

15. a Maryland baseball player?  

 

See back page for  answers! 
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Upcoming Events.... 

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) 

 

Come join us for an evening nighthawk talk and walk 

with Midwest Fisheries Center’s outreach specialist, 

Gretchen Newberry. At the start of the fall migration 

season, 6-8pm Friday, August 24th, 2018, she will be giving a talk at 

OWL classroom, followed by a walk at dusk. We will discuss her re-

search on their breeding habits, migration, habitats, and many other 

secrets about this mysterious bird 

When:  Friday, August 24th, 2018,  6pm to 8pm 

Where: OWL 

 

 

Guided Wildflower Walks  
 

Discover wildflowers and prairie plants with our experts Tom 

and Paulette O'Brien. Beautiful blooms cover the prairie with 

bursts of bright vibrant colors during summer. Surround your-

self with birds chirping, fluttering butterflies, and the beauty of 

the prairie on a wildflower walk along our Prairie View Trail.  

 

When: Saturdays, July 21 & August 18  

9am-10:30am  

Where: Start at Prairie Edge Loop Tour’s parking lot  

Creating a Polinator Friendly Landscape 

Joyce Cielecki 
 

Come meet and hear from  our own local native plant grower.  

Joyce will share tips on using native, perennial plants in your land-

scape.  She will suggest ways to limit the amount of lawn turf and 

ways to eliminate the use of insecticides.  Joyce supplies native 

plants for the refuge and often volunteers her time to tend the native 

plant gardens on the refuge. 

When:  Thursday , August 16, 6:30-7:30 pm 

Where: OWL  
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Summer is Here!! It might have been a slow start to warm weather here in the 

coulee region, but  the cool, rainy days of May are a distant memory now. Our landscapes 

have every color of the Crayola 64 crayon box and probably more. Almost every shade of 

green can be found in the prairies and woods.  If you enjoy looking for wild flowers,  the 

refuge has lots of them along the hiking trails and the driving loop. Some that I have seen 

blossoming lately are Spiderwort with it’s periwinkle blue, Black-eyed Susan is beginning 

to blossom, the Butterfly Weed is adding a pretty pop of bright orange, and the sweet 

smelling lavender blossoms of the Common Milkweed. These are just a few of the many 

wildflowers blossoming now. 

 The refuge had a wonderful World Migratory Bird Day on May12th. Lots of peo-

ple attended the day’s events. The weather was great, and the migrating birds were plenti-

ful.  The folks at the banding station could hardly keep up with their job of examining the 

birds, there were so many. If you’ve never watched bird banding, come on out to next 

year’s Migratory Bird Day event, and perhaps you’ll be lucky enough to release one of the 

birds. Kids from 2 to 92 can help with that task, and it’s such a wonderful experience hold-

ing a little bird in your hand, even if it’s only for a moment. 

 The refuge had a wildflower hike on the Prairie Trail a few weeks ago that was 

well attended. There were wildflower experts leading the hike who helped folks learn to 

identify plants. Two more guided hikes will be coming up later this summer on July 21 

and Aug 18 (9:00 am) 

 On August 16th, The Friends group will be hosting an event at the Outdoor Won-

ders Learning Center from 6:30 – 7:30 pm . Joyce Cielecki, who grows and sells native 

perennial plants in the Trempealeau area will be our speaker. Her topic will be “Creating a 

Pollinator Friendly Landscape”. She’ll share ideas on the kinds of native plants to grow in 

your yard, ways to limit the size of your lawn turf, and how to eliminate the use of insecti-

cides. Joyce will also have some Rose Milkweed seedlings to hand out to folks after the 

event. I hope you’ll join us. 

 Have a good summer and come on out to your refuge to check out all the colors 

in nature.       ...Val Critzman, President FOTR 

 

 

The Friends of Trempealeau Refuge is committed to providing an independent citizen voice for the protection, conserva-

tion, and enhancement of fish and wildlife and their habitats at Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge.  

BOOKSTORE OPEN 

FOR  BUSINESS! 

Visit the bookstore to find 

something special for the 

nature lover in your family! 

Spring Hours: M—F, 8:00 to 4:00 

 

2015 BOARD MEMBERS APPROVED!  
President:   Val Critzman  
Vice-President:  Scott Lee 

Treasurer:  Al Wernecke                                                                                                            

Secretary:  Jane Wernecke                                                                                                              

Directors:                                                                                                                          
Gary Boyd 

John Wetzel                                                                                                                                       
Ken Critzman                                                                                                                                        

Jim Welander 

A note  from  the Friends  President  

Would you like to contact the refuge?  

Here’s how!    Call 608-539-2311  

or visit the website @  

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/ 

Visit the refuge Facebook page for  

current refuge information  

and “Like” them! 

https://www.facebook.com/TrempealeauNWR 

Answers to ornithology name quiz: 

1.  Flycatcher        

2.  Robin        

3. Kingfisher       

4. Blue Jay   

5. Mourning Dove       

6. Goldeneye    

 7.  swallow        

8. Cowbird    

9.  Killdeer   

10. Cardinal    

11. Sandhill Crane        

12. Song Sparrow 

13. Blackbird   

14. Canvasback    

 15. Baltimore Oriole 

A note  from  the Refuge Manager   

 

You will see a new face  greeting you at the Refuge.  

Please stop by and introduce yourself 

to Aaron Fox, our new Clerk.  Aaron 

has a background in administration 

from  both the Army and  the US Geo-

logical Survey.  He is an enthusiastic 

outdoorsman and  will be an excellent 

addition to the  Refuge team . Please 

join me in welcoming Aaron ! 

http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org/index.html

